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GO WE GET Heese. PV 7 WISH TO HELL THEY Just 4 
u HIM UP AND SHOT Hi WHEN 
‘THEY CAUGHT Hi, 


GRISWOLD HERE-—A MILITARY 
RESPONSE, WHILE PERHAPS 
SUCCESSFUL, WOULD PROBABLY 
CREATE A POTENTIALLY MORE 
OPNGEROUG SITUATION. 


YOUVE DONE 
A PRELIMINARY 


INTERVIEW WITH 
THE MAN, FATHER, 
WHATS YOUR 
OPINION? 


iE WHY? 
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‘OOOH, REALLY? 
WOULD YOU? MY LIPS 


ME GO, TM NOTA PRISONER 
HERE, AND WON'T ACTLIKE ONE 


BEFORE THE |RANANS, 
CAN EXECUTE HIM GHAVAMS: 


NOW AUS. CITIZEN, AND 
WE'RE SUPPOSED TO / LIVE THEIR 
WHOLE NATION 
AND AS MUCH OF 
THE REST OF THE 


AFTER YOU GRAB GRAN 
Youle HigHraic iT HERE} 
THIS ISAGALT Desert 
ZS CALLED DAGHT-r Kai, 
S\ aust BELOW ATOWN 


WHOE 
IRAN THIG WEEK WHILE 


FUROR WITH THE 
ISLAMIC STATES 


y POWERS 
FOR THIS MISSION. AS FOR OR. 
DB. LIGHT... WELL, LIGHT I6 AN 1010 
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THESE PeopLe--tHer'ze 
IRBARIANS! =~ 
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BALK TO APOMOLIPS?! 


Dear John and Compa: 
Now I know what tthe “old saying 
Be careful what you ask for, you just 
might get it,” means. While I was one 
of the many who felt that the 
“Suicide” had been lacking as of late 
from SUICIDE SQUAD, I almost 


regret those feelings now. Point in 
case being issue *26, “Stone Cold 
Dead.” 

Don't get me wrong. Although Rick 
Flag wea may Suporte charac ‘of the 
book (self sacrificing loy: ina 
Fron i lve gna at 
I'm a pushover for) the move was a 
brilliant one. If the readers really 
want a book where they cannot be 
complacent about “knowing” that the 
protagonists are going toemergealive 
and victorious in every instance, they 
can't just expect second-raters to eat 
isyTo realid'get a parece s blocs nee: 
ing you have to be made to believe 


See ee vine Samed ibecwoes 
pratt of the 40-year history of the 
Squad given to us in SECRET 
ORIGINS. 

‘This ending is one that I've been 
expecting since Tolliver’s demise (and 
in a very real sense you seemed to 
have been setting poor Flag up for it 

\\since the origin story). Given Flag’s 
and obsession with 


manner in which this was resolved 
could not have been more appropri- 
ate, or more tragic. The action and 
espionage of the story was given a 
truly emotional impact by watching 
Eve read Rick's final words. Theinter- 
weaving of a tale of the original 
Syuadines the ling co top of & vey: 


<fithe comic SQUAD is no longer ust, 
itty and suspenseful, it’s alsoa total 
be the newly 

paralyzed Barbara Gordon, aka. 
Batgirl, or would that be too obvious?) 
Kent Silveira 

1150 Ranchero Way #75 

‘San Jose, CA 95117 


Dear Robert, 

‘One of the things that makes John 
Ostrander such a good writer is that 
he’s not afraid to change things. His 
books and characters are always 


Jack. The same i 
Flag’s death in SUICIDE SQUAD. 
Rick Flag was the connecting factor 
between the old Squad and the new 
version He was the team leader and 
in many ways the center of the book. 
Recent events, however, put Flag out- 
side the Squad. He was no longer the 
leader, no longer the center. The Jihad 
became early adversaries of the 
Squad. They’ve been back since then, 
and presented a seemingly perennial 
threat to the Squad. In one fell swoop, 
John eliminated both from the book. 
Rick Flag is dead, and the Jihad, even 
though such a large organization may 
be able to re-establish itself, is done. 
The book can continue in other 
areas—other characters, other 
threats, other themes. Even jif the 
Jihad again poses a threat, it’s only 
natural to expect thatit will take them 
‘some time to regroup. John’s writing 
hasa natural flow to it. Theactionsof 
‘one issue are dependent on the actions 
of all the previous issues. The charac- 
ters act and react as they would be ex- 
pected to. The surprises are there, but 
not in the form of last-second stop of 
the bomb. The surprises naturally 
arise from the situations the charac- 
tere are in. Keep up the good work, 
guys. 


Spruc 
West Nyack, NY 10994 


seen 


Dear Mr. Ostrander, 

Overall the story in issue #26 was 
excellent. I could spend hours telling 
you what I loved about this book, but 
nee my comments on the latter 


I don't know whether it was the 
story by itself or the highlight (or low- 
light) of an extremely bad week, but at 
the end of this story I broke down and 
cried. I'm not the kind of person who 
cries about anything. On those very 
rare occasions that I do cry, no one 
can get me to admit it. Afterward, T 
felt much better about the week's 
events and I wanted to thank you for 
seh an a 

ing of the run of 


SuIclbE SoUAD Th Thad no loveatall 
for Rick Flag Jr., but after the events 

of issues #22 and #26 I have come to 
the opinion that he is truly one of 


mistakes. Proof of this is in that letter 
he sent Eve Eden. Although he said it 
was not his intent, he made the same 
error his father made and passed on 
his sense of guilt to someone else. I 
would like to see how shedeals with it, 
ut not here in these pages Flag was 


belong with the Squad anymore. 

In his letter Rick made reference to 
his father's team, the original Suicide 
Squadron. I'am not familiar with the 
history of the Squad. Did the men re- 
ferred to exist before this story or were 
they created here? Either way, I, for 
‘one, would like to see the history of 
these men developed further. 

Back to Nightshade: I wrote earlier 
that I wanted her to leave the team 
and become a member of Captain 
Atom's cast. That would bea mistake; 
John Ostrander is the only writer who 
can do her justice. I have heard 
rumors of bringing back ADVEN- 
TURE COMICS. If thisis true, I think 
she should be considered for oneof the 
slots there. If these rumors aren't true 
and someone was pulling be ig aie 
all Ive got to say is, “Why the 

a aa wan 
to see her deal with the pressure that 
Flag unwittingly and unintentional- 
ly put on her. A solo feature would be 
the best place for th: 

J. Holl 


1020 Echo Trail 
Watkinsville, GA 30677 
When we started up this version of 
the Squad, John got the idea to link it 
to all previous incarnations. Back 
on “The War That Time For 
t's run in STAR-SPANGLED 
WAR STORIES, @ number of stories 
featured a Suicide Squadron. None of 
the characters were recurring but 
John changed all that in SECRET 
ORIGINS #14 and here, Rick Flag Sr. 
was created to provide that link. 
There are no plans whatsoever for 
an ADVENTURE COMICS at pre 
sent, since everyone around here is far 
too busy to produce another 
anthology. Kim Yale, however, has 
been hard at work on her NIGHT- 
SHADE proposal and if it’s accepted 
you'll read about it here first! 


‘That's all. Just wow. 

‘The last 11 pages took so much out 
of me, I'm not even going to try to 
comment on the first half of the book. 
‘Talk about a dramatic ending. But I 
guess it’s all our fault. We've been 


clamoring for the book to live up to its 
tutle. When I saw the ads with thenew 
members for next year, I thought that 
present members who were not pic 
tured were just going to quit or be 


Silly, naive me 

Wow. 

This story had such an impact, 
please leave them all dead. I don’t 
think it would be right to bring back 
Rustam or, for that matter, the Jihad, 
from the dead by sayingthat they tele- 
ported away at the last minute, 
because, for me, that would be like 
spitting on Rick Flag’s grave and 
cheapen his sacrifice at the same 
time. 

I know the Jihad is a fantastic 
villain group. But you told a great 
story, and you should stick to your 
guns. Show respect for Flag. If the 
Jihad ix somehow resurrected, Flag’s 
death doesn't mean a thing. That's 
why Ino longer buy any back issues of 
older DC comics. As a result of the 
Crisis, those stories were negated. So 
if those stories never really hap 
pened, I figured there's no sense in 
buying them. And, if the Jihad does 
somehow survive, Idon't know which 
would insult me more: having Flag 
stay dead, or having him survive the 
atomic bomb blast as well. 

Kevin Cunningham 
15040-A Downing Oak Court 
Los Gatos, CA 95032 

Not every comic pre-1985 wes ne- 
gated by the Crisis. In fact; the vost 
majority of them (with the possible 
exception of the Superman family of 
titles) are still valid. And don’tlet that 
continuity fact spoil your enjoyment 
of @ simpler, more innocent age. And 
trast us, the Jihad is gone and Flag ix 
very much a handful of charred 
atoms. 


Dear Bob, 

SUICIDE SQUAD #26 truly closed 
the first phase of the Squad, as the 
transition is complete. Through John 
Ostrander’s tight script, I felt a 
twinge of sorrow and regret, as the 
cast moves forward with their lives as 
the past is buried behind them. 

Rick Flag’s journey to Jotenheim 
was indeed suicidal, and exemplifies 
the type of missions the team should 
be undertaking. This is supposed to be 
a suicide squad, a team whose 
members are expendable. Given this 
option, shouldn't the government 
send them on impossible assign 
ments where loss of life is the means 
to an end? Colonel Flag understood 
this, and sacrificed himself as a 
symbol of his commitment to the 
ideal. 

I hope after The Janus Directive. 
the various government-sponsored 
agencies’ agendas will be explained. 
As I see it, Checkmate is the espio- 
nage agency, Peacemaker is used for 
terrorists, Force of July and the Atom 


send asa last resort to kill or be killed 


L anticipate this aspect to be played up 
in the months to come. 

Although we all like the status quo. 
it is good to see change, as change 
be stronger through the alterations 
taking place. 

Mark Lucas 
66 Cleary Court #902 
San Francisco, CA 94109 


Dear Mr. Greenberger, 

SUICIDE SQUAD #26 exceeded its 
usual all-around high quality. From 
start to finish it was one of the best 
insues yet, and from the looks of 


i Squad 
start. I hope John K. Snyder III will 
keep up the excellent art this book has 
enjoyed. 

‘On to the story ... what can I say? 
John Ostrander is one of the premier 
writers in comicdom. My head was 
Senta from all tesabplces Aman- 
da Waller being held at gunpoint by 

Amanda Waller? Is Oracle really Bat- 
xirl? She could use a device like 
to help her walk, and she'd 
make a great addition to the team. 
Pies, pies, and more pies—where will 
it end? 

Rick Flag’s letter was quite touch- 
ing. He seemed likeable-f 


previous Squad. I will miss the Jihad 
since they were perfect adversaries for 
our beloved Squad. 

One last thing: when are we going 
to wrap up the Duchess/Lashina 


THE ART OF 


storyline? It's running on for two 
yeors now 

Lee Clouse 

2833 Weldon Loop 

Upton, KY 42784 


Now, there's a segue... 
COMING ATTRACTIONS 


At the end of this issue we see that 
Duchess has finally made her move. 


the lives of some of the members. And 
if that’s not enough, we givein to your 
deniands and add a brand-new 
member: Poison Ivy! As you can tell, 
next month is not the month to miss 
an issue of the SQUAD. 

Meantime, a big round of thanks to 
Grant Miehm for stepping in and 
helping John K. catch his breath after 
the last few months. Grant’s work 
now graces MANHUNTER every 
month and it’s well worth a look, espe- 
rats with issue #17 guest-starring 


eey: Raspler, SUICIDE SQUAD's 
new editor, reco you take a 
look at another book he’s editing— 
FIRESTORM. It's another Ostrander 
title that has plenty of changes hap- 
pening including the formation of a 
new threat: the Captains of Industry. 
Take a look. 
Until next month, keep smiling! 
—Bob Greenberger 


WALTER SIMONSON 


